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PTTS 15 CACORTT. S wumber something or other, and is intended for the Teb,
1971 meiling off T PA, it is pcorpetrated by Cizn Girord, whose current
residence ig 246 Centinela ive., Los ingeles, Uslifornia ¢006l, 1 am not
ususlly home. I v phonec is h73-52LkL.
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I discovered this past weexend tlat 2 clcar day in JLos anccles isn't,.
3c.turday wes truely lowely., 1t was hot (while the other half of the US
was strugsling with freczing weather) ond you could see a lovely blue

sky overhecod. In an effort to get awiy fron the heat Chuck ond I drove

up to one of the loccl mountain resorts. Skyline Peric is sort of picnic
area, cctually. it is locatcd on it. “ilson, therc most oif tho L.A. tele~
vision stztions h-ve their broadcast antennas, ihere are picnic tablos,

a childrens zoo, and of course the 100 inch observatory. The drivae up

wes lovely. in about LO minutes me moved from SO degzreec wcather ia the
Basin to £ verv nice 70, with snow still on the ground in the sheded
spots, The whole point is, thoush, Ifrom that zliitude ("520 ft over &
mile") you couldn't sce anything of Los ingeles ot «ll except the tiptops
of & couple of our hijhest buildings. & pale cloak oi’ smog covered the
whole %it o~nd ccboodle. Sort of un-nervinr to reclize that vhat we con-
sider a clear dcy is really so full of gunk. & few months or so ago we
were up at Lake ‘rrowhead cndé noticed that the searchiing tendrils of haze
were renching their brown Tingers up os fep as the 5000 Tt. level, (Im,
t2lk asbout mixcd netcphores...) Jou Lave to drive out past Coronc, which
is o cood hours drive from civic center to set out of it on a bed day.

The park wes nice. Lots of reasonably pood noturcd people, and
scnds of kids of veryins sizes hevins o whale of time in the snow, A pack
of cub scouts had loccted on entire slope that was still snow bound and
were scootin~ down it on ~ large rubber tire., “he childrens zoo (I'm =
kid at heort.,) hod zoats and miniature burros oi' some sort ond lots of
sheep anc¢ uh:t J think vas a juvonaco. Or ma;be a vicuna, but I think its
hair wes a 1little short. iAnyiray, it was some veguely llameeish crittur
vhich submitted with oretty ~ood rroce to haviag its obviously well-fed
sides patted. (. notis Berr, fecrm "as a bapir in its childrens 2zoo0. 1 tend
to thini: of such o zoo as becins full of chickens and lainhs and suci, These
innovacions sluaye startle me,)

"he telescope there is the second ol thet type wilcn 1 nave scen,
beingp o reflecting scope, I saw the bii eye at Polowmer last yeor, Deing
actual worikin~ telescopes they cre both sheltercd behiad glass in toemper-
rture controled enviroaments, znd one listenes to o tope recorucc spiel
on their past history and construction, 1lthough it uvasa't mentionec in
the little lecture § found in ny cencyclovedis thet the primer; mirror
toolr Tive vears to finish, Ii-od, iricalanrelo too: only two yenrs more
to do the '"Pieta"! -- that's the mirror of the it., 'ilson tclescope, =
never did do too well at composinc on stencil, I've becen up to the cpriffith
park observetory ocuite o lot lately,fo sce their planetariw: shows, nad
too’: a lool: ai/throuzh their refrccting telescope once. 1t looks very
muckr like a to, compcred to the bir, fellous, and is pretty much used for
classes =ad sue, .stronoir; has incdeed come r long o siace Colileo,

e spont scveral very pleasant hours ci the perk oad then drove bek
owra into Tos nseles ia the ecrly evening. It wes still a very nice cleco
ey, 1aybe I srould sbert poring o 1lictle closer cttention to thosc ocs

prair . purifiens, itheriGhat or that or (sound li'l'e ¢ brolien record,

o]
on't 1I?) move out to tlic booadociis goitew ere aad hope civilizction anc

it 's wenclfits doesa't catech up too rast.
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TOO'VE POISONED me/

When it comes to serving meals, there's only one
R thing worse than a finiky kid, and that'!s a finiky
adult; and for some wierd reason most finiky adults
are male., "omen have been brow beaten by endless
teas, sociels, and bridge parties into eating what-
ever is put in foont of them, (Besides, they know
they can have their revenge the next time they ake serving.) Some sort of
reaction response is set up in the juvenile male, however, Having been
forced into eating thousands of mouthfuls of goop by his mother because
it's "good for him", he reaches some sort of crisis at puberty and deter-
mines never again to eat anything simply because it's been served. It
might be well at this point to acknowledge the fact that not all men are
finiky eaters, It's just that most finiky eaters secem to bec men. Many
men will down tons of neary indigestible junk that cven the most hardencd
hostess would blanch at,

The finiky man, unlike his prc-pubic counterpart, can ncithecr be
bullied, coaxed, or cajoled, Gambits such as "if you don't down Sl o
your cucumbers au grautin, you can't have any desscrt” arc totally lost
on the typical man, (Strong zorm tactics are, of course, out of thec question
unless the woman tnvolved is built like innt Eppic Eogz, ) Faced with such
an ultimatum he will merely wander down to the local liquor storc on somec
pretcxt and come back with a gquart of ice cream (which he won't oven sharc),

Finiky men comec in secveral diffcrent styles, Perhaps the most common
18 the liartyr. The liartyr will jab tentatively with his fork at the comes-
tible under consideration, push it apart to scec wherc the ground glass is
hidden, and then resigncdly forcc an infintesimal amount into his mouth,

He chews determindly, agony in every line of his facc and tho paticnce of
the doomed in his cyes. He swallows convulsively, sighs, and then pushes
the romainder of the helping sround so that it looks like twice what ho
haed originally, He may or may not cat the rcst of it, In any casc, he will
make you fecl like you have violated every tcnent of the 4ASPCa,

The Researcher always asks with great intcerest about tho reciepc,
"hat did you do to the Muiluk 7illet?" he inquires in a mild tomo, Any
donicl of culpebility leads te intensive taste testing and cross cxamina-
tion that would do credit to the lnremberg trials,., Continucd denials will
drive the Rescarcher to his final denunciation: a muttoroed “Well, you did
somothing to it." (Wotc: if jyou did do somcthing to it, admit nothing. Doing
So givcs him Grounds for dissaproval. Having announcecd that hc docsn't lilko
it this way, he will ncxt timc declarc that hc docsn't 1like it that way,
and you will spond the rest of your lifec trying to rocmember whetheor he
likes his Peanut Butter Stew with or without asperagas tips. Somctimes,
however, a misleading fib will Jolly him into acceptance. The intoxicating
joy of heaving caught you at it leads him to gloatingly decide he is a truly
discriminating gourmect, Having shoamefacedly admitted that you did, indced,
leave out the % teaspoon of asafoetida, he may megnanimously forgive you
and eat it all up, This puts you in an exccllcnt position because next time
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you serve it you can announce that youlve mede it just the way he likes
it - with asafootida., It is well to comment occasionally on the exccllont
discriminotion of his palate. You may, of coursc, be saddlecd witha truly
hard core finiky catcr who will simply grcet yout little whitc lie with
o disgusted "I thought so" and still his hunger pangs with hugce slabs of
bread and buttor. That's the chance you take., If you do follow the whitc
lic tactic, always claim to have omitted rathcr than added cn ingredicnt,
711 he can really do thon is say it tastes "differont" or a8 58 PR Y
specific addition lcts his imagination run riot,)

Another type of finiky ecater is the Disintercsted Obscrver. This
gentloman will totally ignorc any food itom not cectively intcresting to
him, Some psychic gift ronders ony such object totally invisible. A
scrving bowl plcccd in fpont of him simply docsn't cxist, and a hclping
on his platc mizht ns well be bare chinea, This con't even beacoled Gae
“Ignoro—it-and-it—will—go—away” approach, beccouse he never admits it oxists
in the first placec, Guerics such a8 iay I help you to some sautced crab-
grass?" arc totally ignored, One of the most amazing things about this
sort of finiky catcr is his ability to disassenble what scem to bec thorough-
1y homogenized mixtures. Likc some sort of fodder megnet his fork passcs
over his plate and magically abstracts thosc itoms considerdd accecptable,
Attempts to dice the ingredients into smaller ond smaller fragments will
mercly leave his plotc looking as if someone had sprinklod sand over it,.
Tactical monuvers such as a deft slight-of-hond substitution of his salad
or bread plate with the substance you wish him to cat will mecrely mealc
him look a triflc vaguc.

The diversity of finiky caters is endlcess, From the man who won't
cat cnything, to the man wo will eat cnything "but..'. There arc thosc

who rcject all of certain types of foods - "rebbit food", "stulf with
preservatives in it", "things" (I nover have becen able to figurc out what
thot covers), "all rottcen® - you may spend your 1lifc looking for a sube

stitute for flour, B8% Tor instance, but at lcast you know where you
stend, There arc 2lso thosc who abhor '"foods'"; chincsc foods, mexican
foods, scafoods, jepencse foods, armcnian foods, ctce, So go to a stezck
housc when you go out with him, and sncok out for the yummics on your
lunch brcak, To mc the oddest of all finiky hebits arc those which involve
specific items, Iicat caters who like thekr mcat "not raw and not real raro,
but not too well done either.", Coffce drinkers who nevor scom to achieve
irvana, and corn on thc cob eaters in gencral. It should 2ll be put down
to mans cternal scrch for individuclity. In o world of mass production,

a world of numbers snd stetistics, surcly it is 2 hallmakk of onec'!s own
personal identity to be the "one who likes them with a touch of nutmeg."

Spcaking of foods, a friend at work passcd on a rather unique dish from
thg lavy collection of comestibles, You have to rcolly like mushrooms ond
oniong, ‘but if you do it'!s very good. Take cbout threc large white onionsy
pecl, cut into % inch slices and quarter the slices. Cook until tronspar-
ent in % cup purc butteor. (don'!'t usc margarine or oil) Add a large cen
(you know, the 75¢ oncs) of cooked mushrooms, juice and all., Either whole
button or stems and peices arc fine, depending on how affluent you fecl,
Cook down until the mixturc is gquite thick, without much exccss liquid.
Thot s @wllvthere’ 1s, to-it + and 1% mokes' a-delightful acecompoanymehti-tora
nice thick stoak, You can mess around with the proportions depcnding on
how you fecl cbout onions and/or mushrooms bceccause the basic method is
pretty ncor fool proof,
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ASIDE FROM A VAGUE fannish interest, my mafn occupation these days is try-
ing to learn to fcence with french foils, We'lve been
taking fencing for soveral months now and I find it a really fascinating
study., Chuck and I go to classcs to gethor on tucsday and thmumsday cvon-
ings and then try to find time to work out during tho wook. Our fencing
master, Ralph Faulkner, whose studio is in Hollywood, is a one time Olympic
champion and puts a good deal of stress on form. He is rcsponsiblc for most
of the fencing sccenes in the classic movies and still spends a lot of time
at the studios, Aside from thot, he is a very likeable taskmaster, if a
bit "sot in his ways. Hoving foils, maske, and gloves, we werc both in-
formed the other day that we hoed advenced sufficiently to get into jackets
and go at it a bit more sincorely. It cmused me to discover that women arc
supposed to wear padding of somo sort under the jacket, and the most common
typo is metal broost plates. Shades of the old amazing covers, I'd uso a
pair if I could get away with sticking them on the outside,

Fencing is, of
course, o vory old sport, and derives from the still older occupation of
trying to lop somoone!s heecd off with an edgod woapon. The terms and the
positions arec very formalized, if tho action is not., Fencing divides the
torso (essenticlly) into quadrants: Inside high line, indisc low line,
outside high line, and outside low line. When your opponents blade is to
tho left of your own your position of defonce is inside, when it lies to
the right, your dcfensivc position if putside, I have a tondancy to think
of the positions themsolves as "right hand" and"left hand" and would bo
thoroughly sensured for it if he but knew, There arc cight basic positions:
Quarte and Sixte are the most common for foil work, followed by Scptime
and Octave, Theso are unificd in that you hold the foil with your hand
palm up (in supination), The other positions Quinte, Tierce, Second and
Prime are "naturcl" positions becausc you hold the weapon with your palm
down (pronation), A position dicgrem looks like this:

Quarte e Sixte
Quinte s Tiorce
InSidc .ll..t.l...‘.’:..illl.‘ll.l OutSido
Septime . Octave
Primec oo Second

My instructor claims that the first threce positions are simply derived
from the position of tho arm os the sword is drawn out of the scabbard
and lifted up to o usable position., The terms ore French, obviously, as
are most of the terms in fencing. It was the French, after all who did
most of the development of parry, ripost, and the composite forms of
attack. Prior to the advent of modern, light handed,methods of foncing
tho basic idea was simply to look for 2 likecly opening and then wham your
opposition with 2ll you had in you, Of coursec, if you missed he probably
recovered quicker and split your skull, but you weren'!t supposed to miss,
There is one rather unfortunatec fact about having a foncing jackct,
When I was taking lessons in my capris and a light jersoy Mr, Faulknor
just sort of threatened me - out of deference to my fragile femininity
or something (dome of the T-shirted fellows got prctty well "touched').
Now I get jabbed. He is especially fond of saying "You wouldn't cheat on
the parry, would you?" as he pokes you amidships with his foil., The foils
are oll flattened at the ond, into a little spot about the size of, oh,
a %" cirele, but they do have a way of cmphasizing the point.
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T CAI'E UP WITH whot I thought was an interesting idea for a scries of

drowings; based on thce old weckdeys rhyme. Unfortunatelwy,
time runs out and I didn't finish 211 that I would have liked to, So herc
is the rhyme, ond here arc four of the seven illustrations,

Miondav's lady is white oand cold,
Tucsday'!s lord is hersh and bold,
Wednesday's lord is sage and grand,
Thursdey's lord had o strong right hand,
Friday's lody wears a royal guisc,
Seturday'es lord is old and wise,
ind the Lord who rulcs the scventh day
.ppears in splcendid gold array.”













